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What is the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly?
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[Overview of the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly]

Located in Northeast Japan, within about 200 kilometers from Tokyo, the capital of Japan,
Fukushima Prefecture has the third largest area in the country and the population of about
1,825,000 (as of October 2020).

Rich in nature, it is divided into three regions: the Coastal Region (Hamadori) with a mild
climate, the Central Region (Nakadori) where the city of "Fukushima", the prefectural
capital is located, and the Aizu Region, an area with heavy snowfall and historical sites such
as Tsuruga-jo Castle that make its tumultuous history come alive.

Following the growing movement for democratic rights at that time, the Fukushima
Prefectural Assembly held the first prefectural assembly in Japan in June 1878 based on the
regulations of the local assembly. In recent years, the Prefectural Assembly has operated
with efforts of turning adversity into strength without loosing the initial progressive spirit.
Such efforts include the establishment of a special committee dedicated to tackling harmful
rumors for reconstruction and revitalization of the Prefecture after the Great East Japan
Earthquake and the emergency passing of supplementary budgets for Typhoon Hagibis and
COVID-19 relief. We hope this brochure will help visitors or those who are interested in
Fukushima Prefecture deepen their understanding of the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly
and show more interest in the Prefectural Governmnet.
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Mr. Kono Hironaka who
laid the foundation of
the Fukushima

Prefectural Assembly.
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Structure of the Prefectural Assembly

Regular and Extraordinary Assembly Sessions
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@ Regular Assembly Sessions

Regular sessions are held four times a year (the number of times shall be prescribed by
prefectural ordinance), in February, June, September and December and can take up
any matters.
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@cxtraordinary Assembly Sessions
Extraordinary sessions are convened when deemed necessary by the Governor or for
other specific cases.

A& #E Plenary Session
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@Plenary Session

The Plenary Session is a session held at the assembly hall with all the assembly members
in attendance. Final decisions of the Prefectural Assembly are made at the Plenary
Session on proposed bills through questions about the bills and the Prefectural
Government.
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It is ideal that all residents discuss local issues to create
prosperous, bright and livable commmunities.

However, it is impossible for all residents to gather in
one place to do so. We therefore select representatives in
elections to have them discuss issues on our behalf.
These representatives of the residents are called Members of
the Prefectural Assembly and they form the Prefectural
Assembly.

The Fukushima Prefectural Assembly (Legislative body)
determines prefectural basic policy through deliberation of
bills, etc., to reflect the will of the people. The executive body
(including the Board of Education and the Public Safety
Commission) performs duties based on these decisions.

The Prefectural Assembly has 58 members who are elected
for a four-year term from 19 electoral districts.

BERBSTIESPHRAREIC
FREBREEALTEYET,

The Fukushima Prefectural

Assembly uses sign language
interpretation on its live and
recorded sessions.

FEE82F Committees
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@ standing Committees

The Prefectural Assembly deliberates on a wide range of matters. In order to examine
and investigate them in a specialized and efficient manner, Standing Committees are
set in place. There are six of them: the General Affairs Committee, the Planning and
Environment Committee, the Welfare and Public Security Committee, the Commerce,
Labor and Education Committee, the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Committee,
the Civil Engineering Committee. Each committee examines bills, petitions, etc., that
are submitted by the Plenary Session.
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@ special Committees
They are set up as needed to investigate and discuss specific matters.

RAZSETRTHELD

BERXOARARBETPHRRUVEERREZE, EBERBRF—LR—JLYRTKR, 4T
LybTRABIENTEET , F—LR—UTIE BEDOFRIKROEE DOIFIR.
FacebookZEEBREBRICEAT IR ALIEREEBH L TLET,

F . ARBOEZEREIRBOLUA . BFRELFHELET ST TERTEES,

Observing the Plenary Session

Live and recorded Plenary Sessions are shared on the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly
website through smartphones and tablets. The website offers a variety of information
about the Prefectural Assembly such as the status of resolution of bills, its members
and Facebook page. Visitors can observe the Plenary Session and committee meetings
just by doing a simple procedure on the day.

1T RERBEIEHER
T960-8670 S M2 EHT2E 165
TeL 024-521-7608.” Email: gikaikoho@pref.fukushima.lg.jp
Published by the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly Secretariat
2-16 Sugitsuma-cho, Fukushima City, Fukushima Prefecture 960-8670 Japan




	国際課編集版

